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Homes

"Hy saving whal wis cnn fram e past, e givies our surroundings A richer
diveraity. We give oursclven and our children a sensé of where we are and
where we came from. If we continue to demolish history and o build over it,
ok loevie @ |.'|||.1|||__l. [Fodr dviid ||.|||:.-' lives hat wa onn never pLit back, We loae the
past. We bose the sense of being ot home

National Trost (or Historic Preservaton
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In 1B83 John W, Baden purchased lind on the corner of Penn and Locus
i pow Lhe loention of Foodtown) for . . . the ereclion of a8 very fine twa slory
reaidence,” (Tribune, Apcil 11, 1883} He contracted: John P, Filkins and Milt
Chenoweth to construct the 42 x 42 red brick home ot a cosi of $6.000. A year
later Mr. Filkins developed a *. . . brick machine { which) works o perfection,
grinding out 3§ brick per minute, on an averige speed of the horde, He had
it s0 arranged that everything is convenient, and no handling af brick by hand
antil ready (o be placed in the kiln, The bricks are subjected to 8,000 poonds of
pressure while soft, pressing out all the waler and making thein perfectly
hard.” {Tribone, April 30, 188} The home was rozed in 154 o comsiruct a
Safewny. store which stood until the recent Foodiown siore was constructed

Mr. Buden wias in busineds with his brother, Henry Baden (hee pp. 26, #.
55), Baden had married Mary Becker in 1079 snd “ten years later he was oul
down in the prime of life by a stroke of apoplexy, leaving Mrs. Baden and five
children, viz.: Willlam, Mayme, Fred, Maggic, and Edward. They were left in
comforiable circumstances, however, and are beneliciiries of the mammoth
busineas now carried on by Henry Baden, the foundations of which the husband

and father helped lay." (1903 Tribune}
















4 EAST MADS

Tha: lirst heeick residence in Monigomery County was construcied by Sam
1|.'.|||.|.:ur|.||_l.-' [ Ol l.} CUrgus C. (L. C.p Massn, The "homestead (was )y om U
cast blull, overlocking the vialley of the Verdigris, Cand) B one "ol the hind
some placen in the city, " Alter Capl. Mason had served with distipeton i Che
Iedllann Volunicers during the Civil War, he lourneyed (o Kansas. He mul
Lyman U, Humphrey, prominent clitzen and later a Kansas Governor, whe
enticed him o move to Independence. Besides being vice-president of the First
MNational Bank and an elected public official, he carried the title of being a
“ploncer, patriot and honored citizen.” The bome was razed in 1915 for the
conafruction of Bill Watson's home at 624 East Maln, {(Quoies are taken from

MG History, pp. 3E3-306.)




BDl EAST MAIN

A, C. Whitman was “very public spiribed and gives unsellishly a great
deal of his time W municipal affairs, He has served six years as councilmian,
bring president of the council of the present time, Thus & his good business
Judgment snd imlegrity given public pecognibion.” Mr, Whitman ran 8 mercan
tile store specializing in “Tarm implemonts, wagons, buggios, harmess, seed,
{ools, ete.” And his “reputation Tor Tairness and liberality in his business re-
lations' with customers thal, more Lhan all else, has bulll up the splendid
volume of trade hils stores enjoy.”” (All guoles are taben feom 1903 Tribane.)
The Whitman home was razed in 1939 to construct the home now occupied by
Steve Sayers at 623 East Main.




308 EAST MAPLE

C R Crawlord was aceléabmed ' be ' “hostlihg peal esinbe " iman w1905
He was originally svcoesaful nd a “Enight of e Hosd  In the meércantile busi
s gt |:|‘|1'FT_'.'-||jr Hix thsen si=nd tn Lo the ol amd gas business (o Consolidaled
Oiland Gas and Inter Kansas Malural Chay (see p, ), In those capacibies he

i I.'iil.!ll]". Loy B |4'||'i|_--'i (LT A |.|r|.'| I||-||| ANy meEn an Lihis |:'||1.'n|:'_-.' for il and
natural gas purpoecs,” (ALl guotes are akon from (8] amd Gas, p. 6. His=
clegant home was located ot Fourth and Maple and was bailt aboul (1504,

In 10906 Mr, Crawlord sold the homée to R, 5. Litehficld wiio was ™. . presi
dent of the First Natisnal Bank apd one of the prominent all operalors of this
dhistrict { Hi=d i b I:|1r!|-p| dence b |UWE {and) became interested in
oil development angd mining and 1w loday rated an one of ihe wealihest ol
i i the Kangas: Dodiag Trrr-!ni‘[.' Thinted. s the business warld and in the

ocinl e he hos oa bast of (riends. As 8 banker e 8 conservalive, bul s
always ready to advance Tunds o develop o proposition that has a-sound busi
ness foundation, and a number of the Tortunes that have heen made in the ail
business in this leld have been made on caphtal furnished by 3re. Lichield."
i Tiemes, pp. 31-335)

The hiuse was raced aboul 1930 and the lot remained vacant ool Dir
E.. E. Brann bullt his hame there in 1850




20 SOUTH FIFTH

*Among the men who have had Taith 6 Independence and have worloed
for its advancement and prosperiiy ithrough foul weather as well as Toir. no
man his been more petEistent. oFf untlimitgd, and o none hoyve the material re
wards thal  has ROCTIT TS il prowth Come i |.1r|:.l| meEasure than o
Adudph Carl Stich. f & sturdy fiber and encrgetic temperament, he hos se
cured resulls for himsel, as well as Tor his city, and alihough he has mads
NOTTECY OFRCITIRS, 8 TyVery o WEsd hews s wily ot obsiaeles B Lhile workel
15 bioundd Lo do, thiisre are nane who .'.-|II guirslion thatl he sbands today the fore
most olizen of |1|-':|r-'[:||'||-'1-|-r'.l'-|- T Times, po 251

Mr. Stich came (o Independence in 187 and senl inlo the merchandise
business with his brother John, Aller 6 prosperous eleven vears o that busi
ness, he, with Henry Foster, bought the Hull Banking Flowse and “‘rechrist
enied 11 the Citirens Hank, and later the Cilisens Notlona] Bank {(see p. 53)
Buziness competition grew betwoeen Stich and George T, Guernsey as the two
were imvalved o the notorbous *“Teud™ { see B 130, Mr, Stich Ilr'||:-|'r.I o Finanee
the bonding of the railroasds, Tarnished MoHrde, Bloom and Nickerzon with
“the means™ o successTully deill the Tirst oll well in the Independence area,
sponsared the Vitrified Brick Plant in Independence which palented a8 anigus
AR T britk, promofed the Woestern Stiates Cement Plant, and crected  the
Carcegle Public Library. As the Times noted: *'ln shortl, whenever finy entor
prise thal would push [Independence forward has been proposed, Mre. Stich has
always been ready o lend o hand and help finanee 0. (p, 30

The Stich hame was one of the most ornuite homes ever erecied in Indo
pendence, and s featurtd on the cover of this boak. *"ln Mr. Stich's magnificent
home it is his pleasure to dispense a lavish hospitality, making the @uests of
the cily hos own iingd EEaing all in |||'| |1--'-'|.'|.r'r i send them away witho o good tm
pression of Uhe city, s people. 02 industries and it future.”” [(Times; p. 27
Built tn 1900 at o repuled coxd of 535,000, the red brick and white limoestone
structure was razed m 1998 when none of the Stich decendiants wanled 1o oo
cupy the home The Prrhl!;l}'l!r'rmn Church was ¢rected on that site in 199
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Mr. E. T. Mears, with his beother E. 5. Meara, stariad ono of L plomseer
absirocting firma o Independence. Tho Telbune praiped BT, Mebird a i
|:r1'=|.!|;|! allices man, amd b grvied 1hie (] b= i ETIRIELAY ik, aied o L
trearurer £ and regisior of desd s oflces, wnd o8 dassialanl postomnsle
{Hed b ecarefoal and accwrate an all his wark, amnd his absiescts are models o
eviry, respect. He has an elegant coltage bhome, whch  bimoseld - and wifo
greally enjoy.” (18 The Proclamation added the accolode that bé was

melive in church work and a grest siager.” " His home was leooted ol the cor
e o Sixth and Walnut, It was replaced with 5 modern ranch 1I}'|r' HicrrEe 1N
the Into [ifties.




e of LHe maeest signid ieant -I---.-'i--,---'r ool L PENOETICE Wils !r|'1||_ll Baden
(aoe pp. 3405). The Times said: "Mr. Boaden has always tnken a prominenl
part in the mffairs of the by and 15 mosl prodigal m giving (rom his thime amnd
ample meand for the benefil of the community tp: 85) He hod this large
brick hame, i the Haden ivadidon, consiruoted for himself, He also bailt
similar brick bomes for his sone at 201 Sooth First, Filth and Poplar, amd on
5 Howd, His brother, John, &l had & lacee brick home on North Penn (gee
e A6)

The Indépendence News, 8s f surveyed some of our lost landmarks,
nied in Seplember, 1855; 0L B with some regred that we walched the desiroc
vion of Uhis old lnhdinark as Lhe wreckers aodd bBulldozers levelsd it W dhe
ground (o make room for more modern homaes. This ance proud ‘castle” of a
ance prowd and ambitious mercantile prinee is gone bl the legend of his rise
from "rags o riches was as troe as any of the slories that Horatls .-"|,|_|.‘|1.'r ey e
Wrole,













W. T. Yoe, at “the age of thirteen years went into &5 print shop, from
which, gz o budiness, he has never been separated, . . In the winter of 1870, he
founded, with others, the South Kansas Tribune im the new wwn of [nde
pendenc. Little that has heen of general inteérest to the county has not
known his band, or felt the inflverce of his voice or pen; amd the confidéence
b thus inapived warranled the conferring of public hooors and . the bestowil
upon him of public trusts. The proctical character of his wviews, his mabure
judgrment and the evidend sincerity of his purpose are traitz which have com-
mended him throwgh Hife and marked him as ope of the prominent citizens of
his city and county. He hns g singlle standard of bonesty and apphies It in
business, religion and politics, alike.” (MG History, pp. 311-312)

The Yoo hame was constructed about 1900 al Tenth and Maple. 1L re-
mained in the Yoo famiiy until the Church of God bought i in 1960, At that Lime
they “remodeled” it by removing all the downstaics interior walls Tor & sanc-
tuary, keeping only the kifchen sa it was originally. Then in 1975 the church
decided to construct o new building on the same site.; While the structure was
in the process of being lorn down, the unigue round stained glass window was

giolen,




705 SOUTH FIFTEENTH

Hobert 5, Kerr ranks as ong of the most popular and successiul politi-
clama ever n Oklahoma bistory. ““Borm ih 18368 i o fourteen fool -sqaee, win
o less log cabdn in thee Chickasaw Nation, he grew up in poverty. His parenis
sucriliced to give thelr childedn an educition, religious heritage, and a sirong
sense of civic pride. As o young boy, Kerr okl his Father that be wanled throoe
thing=s in Hie: a lamily, a milllon dollars, and the governorship, ln that order,
He had fulfilled the first two ambitons by the mid-1930s, and he was electizd
governar in M2, The tall, i/mpressive millionaire with an atiractive family and
a pendy wit was popiulanr. Oklahoma shared his pride af clsing to wealth, He
was also & reallst with o streak of romanee o the soul. ‘I'm Just lke yvou, he
often told crowds, ‘only [ struock of”." He was the founder of the Kere MeGee
il Company, Later he served Mourteen years in the U5, Senate. “Unlike other
Mlahoma leaders, Kerr was neither an ecoenirie |:H.'-r.'-1.|1:n|.|.|._', nor the cham-
pron of a single interest. Though endowed with ample flair, he presided over
the end of Wild West politics. He brought o sens¢ of maturity Lo stale govern
ment nnd ateadily educaled the public in ibe complexities of modern living
Hi cansclously |'|1'|||-|-|| reslafre Dilahomans” sense of |1ri|:|i_= sl |;|[.:|-|‘|_-_ Azl he
gave them o fecling of involvement m arge national affars - { Quotes  are
taken from H Wayoe and Anne Hodges Morgan, Oklahama, pp. 134-135.)

Rerr wis mearried to Geayee Breene (pictured above at aboul age alx-
been} who was the daughiee of Harry Breene, an Independence oil man. The
Brecne home was locnted on South Fifteenth and burned in the enrly 19305,
Hobert and Grayee Kerr hod four children: Hobert, who s curfently runndng
for the ULS, Seante in (Oklahema; Breene, who is & dircctor of the Kere-Melion
0l Compuny; Kay {Adnir), who is a joint trustee with ber brothers of the Kerr
Foundation: and William, who I3 a director of the Cowboy Hall of Fame.




Govenor's ProcLamation.

$2,000 REWARD

State of Eansas Executive Departmen

WHEHREAS saveral atrocious murders have bean recantly
committed o Labstie Counfy. Kansas undor circumstances
which fsten ey and doubt. the commiagion= of thees orimas
upon & lmmily known s the * Bepdor fnmily.” conalsting of

b e wci: Bpout ) years of age Bve Mot o
inchess in hadght, German apeakas but hittle Englisl
plexion, no WTH&I‘J'!'H. und sparcly built

NS B HIER about 80 yvears of ago. rather heavy set, blus ayes,
brown hinir, German, speaks broken Engliah

HNEZ BENTER, Ir. alins John Geobardt Ave feet eight or pine
inchea io height. slightly built, gray ovea with brownish tint,
brown bair, ight mouvatache, no whiskers. nbout 27 vears of
age, apaaks Eoglish with Oerman acoent

EATL E::"-T:l about 24 W™ IT,'III A dark h_n_‘]r And avyes, e
looking. wall formed. rather bold in appearance, ﬂunr'r: ufker
speaks good English with very little German scoant -

AND WHEREAS, sald parsons are at large and fugit
from justice. now therefors, L Thomas A Osborn, ﬁﬂvﬂﬂu:.v:?
the Biate of Ennsas, in pursuance of law, do horehy offar a
REWARD OF FITVE EUNDRED DOLLATES for the

apprebension and delivery to the Bheriff of Labetta County
ansas, of each of the persons above namod .

In Testimony "hereof | have hereunto pub-
acribed my name and causod the Groal Boal
of the Biate to be affized

(1. B.] Done at Topeka. this 17th day of May 1878

THOMAS A. OSBORN
B e e ¥
W SMAILWOD. o

[ e N T

gt Oor nping
1, dark ooim

Historjons can onply speculate on the fnal dmposition of the “"Bloody
Benders”" of Cherrevale hecanse the pogaes “loaking” for them ook an aakh
never (o tell anyonde what really happened, (See Edith C. Ross, ““The Bloody
Benders.” Oallections of the hansas Siate Histerical Socieiv, XVIL po 14
Dne member of that posse wan E. I E".I'.'!'_}' who lived at 700 Wesi Main.
Greargia Brown, ss a "lltle neighbor kid,” wiuld nquire of Mr. Pavey: “Did
yvoi kill the Benders?™ She recalls his siark reply: “Child; T told sou the
Benders would never kill any more innocent peaple.”

Havey hbadl cofme Lo Koamnans after serving boan Olld COMpANnYy cavalrs
during the Civil War. He bailt the home at that time which stood until its réecent

demolition
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In the nderious Guernaey-Stich feud (see p. 1¥), Guerpnaey never com
petedd for elective office bl he did Ypick’ candicates to challenge Stich: In
18 the volers had acoepted the commission form of government and in the
first election of such tn 1908, Frank C. Moges, a former mayor mnd with the
backing of Guernsey, defealed incumbent mavor Stich in % a  hotly
coflestod election (AY lot of campaigning agommsl him (Slch) coused hin
dofent. " {Centennlal, pp. 47-483

The 181 Tribmie described Moses as “a gentleman of high standing in
business circles, and possoeses Lthe confidence of the people of all classes. He
is proprietor of the Stone Livery and Feed Stables; owns a fine résidence, and
is publie spirited. He has served the people as depuly ahecill, deputy regisier
of deeds, sherdl for two years, and reprewsnled his ward In the counctl far
iwo vears, and is pow proving an energelic mayor, and if |iberally sustaiood
by the public, will be able to acomnplish much for the city during his adminis
tration.”

His bome was on the northeast corner of Eleventh and Main where he
had "“erected &8 gas street light al hiz own expense.” [Conlenminl. p. 36)
The home was rnzed in 1976 and the Ceramic Art Siudio was constructed on
that sile the samé YEAr
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Charles Yoe came lo Independence “'soon afiéer he altained his majority,”
and with his brother, W. T., (see p. W) founded the Souith Kansas Tribune in
February, 1871 "(Hle has sucecssfully. promoted the intorests of the leading
Heputillcan fuaspaper of (he counly and thus, indirectly, has chplribuled, in
no uncertain way, to the material sdvancemoent in all lines of local industry.
Town building, at the couniy seal, has been fosteored and the unbroken and
fectile prafries hove boen fillied with virtumi= snd industrious people, many of
whinse seltlemenis webe prompled by the eolumns of the sealoos and loysl
Tritune, While Republicaniam hns been chief in the heard of Mr. Yoo, be
has climinuted politics Frome hie e, an n bosiness; and has demeaned himsel!
A N party worker, and ool a8 an ospirast fod poablie offlee. . . As & man, his
citisenwhip i8 enalloyed and his inflience carries welght in his party and in his
county. " (MG Wistory, pp. 400401 )

Mr. Yoe's large two-story home was constrgcied sbout 1910 nf the cor
ner of Tenth and Main, He owned a rental home around the corber at 408 West
Maphe wihich was bunll by A, E. Todd in 1903, The Yoe home was razed in 1958
for the construction of the Phillipn 66 service stalion locaied there now.




225 WEST MAIN

An elegant home for E. B, Skinner was constrocied by A E. Todd in
ML mi the m:'ru rof Tenth and Main—currently ihe iocatimn of Mr. Qinek. Mr
Skinner came from Colorado s 1885 and located himsell in Caney until he was
el Montgomery Coumty Treasurer—by 6 majority of ondy fifledn voles &3
the oandidate of the 'Fusion forces (o Democrad j--and moved o [ndepen
dence."" He wan vasily revlected in that capasity i FH0 aned then ™ e me
cured o franchise for _"-1,.||Irr|:|.||1,‘.[ f_‘.:nr:.' with natural gas. Firie woells b bisdn
Enanngglat by n prospiectmg eompany in which Mr. Sanner ol Inberestesd and

ihe becamed the gepernl manager ol the company ™ (1S Tribane) The
MG Wistory staled: "His meterial connection with the alfatrs of the COWnt s has
beon prominent froem s sdvent and « e {wens) al once A leader angd promi
nent man-of -affnirs, . . HiS fronkpess and bonesty | andd his personal g
larity maode his candidacy (o o couply office a lormidable one, and, when
the tent come, I proved o be a sucoeasiil ome” [ . T8 TG

The ten room home had three leaded-cul glass windows—one of which
was installed in Lo E. Losey's home. The front paclor had golden ecak wood
work while the rest of the home hod dark cak woodwork, There were lire
places on bath MNoors of the home. 1L was rapcd bn 1958 fop the consbruction of
a Sinclair gas station,
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Independence’s first doctor, B, F. Mastorman, built this clegamt home
sametime between 1871 and 1873, D, Masterman nol only was aclively eogagoed
in Lhe praciices of medicinge in '|r.|,,||=|'||:':|1|:r1-rr|1'~ noacly all hin Ife, byl also staried
a medacil college bre and was the professor of surgery. “He has maintained
at o high standord his reputation moan borored profession and todsy has all
the praciice he can atlend o (UED Tribaae) D, Masterman served in the
Civil War (Fifth Indiana Cavalry) prior o eoming Us Independence.

D, Masterman borrowed 32,500 on the home which was foreciosed by the
bank in 1802, In UKE the house was mode into three apariments until 1045 when
Megd Masterman, o sod, lr:hlJp.'|'|1 thie home 61 the inaslence of his stiter, Mis.
Frane Dougherty. Mra, Doagherty “scoured the couniry for furnituee of the
late 1800°s to restore the home to the way it was when they had lived there as
children,”" {(Reporter, Movember 10, 1974) Both died in the home and Al
Cranor bought it th 18509,

The homee—with lois of gingerbread decoration—was well constrocted
with Zx6's used Tor the entire framing, The beautiful woodwork and curved
staircase highlighted the home. Mr. Cranor, who owned the home until 1972,
stated that the staircase ©'. . . 5 solid walout, ornately carved and |5 put to-
gether with only wooden pegs, no nnils.” (Reporier, same) Helore the home

fad raped, the stalrease wis porchaned by Jim Tillotson of Towands with the
intent of pulting il in o pew home he was planning bo budld. The space where
the home was Jocated—corner of Tenth and Laurel—Is now parking for Sale-

way
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Businesses

Shauld we ook back al Americin landmark losses in anger? And with
whom should vwe be angry? And what will we be angry enough o do aboul 47
Our most direct course is o ook back, éven In anger with our known nnd
uniknown adversaries and with ourselves, and o be 56 sulficlently angry s
to forward new preservalion programs with enthosiesm and wviston which

brings succass.
MNational Trust for Historie Preservation










Thin quaint-looking: gas station was bl o 100 at e cormer of btk
i and was " . L
finest in the West Thousands [ound available space al the band concerd and
I were hero from various

and Myrthe, TL was one ol the very early Sincinir stntion
Indicatinon services. Some of the Snclale oflic
ifices (o attend the alfair.”’ (Centennial, p, &) This particulag corner oper
abedd 5 statbon until the company merged with Atlantie Richlfeld n 1960, After
that the modern station on that corper and tvwo of the olher three Sinciair
gfmlinns in town closed :*-I...::"I-. thereafior, the siation wan raeed amd used [or
narking (or seviral years before Lhe niew First Federnl Savings nnd Loan wan

consiraeted
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L), The stable Wik baailt

on N Independence, who also

e Livery Stables was *f LW

i, madern o equipement, Cwtth)
[ the finest stable bulldings o Uhe
due 0 the excellence of their rigs

fvery animale, and their carringes,

I 1 i#

o Dukewitg-Jenking Ford -"-,-'|-|1-;

armie bullding before it was rased in the eacly 70’8 to con







FihN AND MAPLE

The Hotel Le Grande Wias an earcly-day inn lecated at Penn and Mapde
Im 1834, J. ). Price, the proprictor, ™ refitted and eefurnished (6 with)
Lthe jdea that the best wia none oo gfood (or hin fossis The furnishings
throughoul aee fiel only comiortable, bt elegant . lwhich) makes i an
inducement tp the traveling public who appreciate 8 first class bostlery, The
Fyme of this houwse hok speead inlo pearly eovery zeciion of the country, . . It s
A cheerful and sitractive place of rest and comforl, where all the wanls of
the guests are anlicipaled and no obnoxious (eature = throslt upon them P
(Carthagn)

By the ead of 1886, howewver, the Hotel ". | . ¢losed its doors as sueh
and continued ad B rooming house, " (Ceatenalal, p. 300 The “'preétentious™
bullding buwrned down in 180







0 SURTH FENN

The Scoll Brothers grocery store wos a populor markel tn |nr|1'||l.'|'|r||'r|1'1
for miny years The makn slore wns Jecated where K.G. & E. is presently and
ihe zmaller one pletured was located near the cement plant. The stores haniled
. g big stock of groceries, both staple and fancy. and Queensware, Thelr
grocery stock includes o splendid line of canned goods of fivest brands. Their
store s known as ‘the place where the good things to eat come from,” and
thelr trade extends all aver the city. as well as inclhides many costomiers
(rom the surrounding country " William M. Scolt wan the senior member of
e firm mrd thoir traveling =alesmin while B. L. “Bab™ Seott managed the
firm bere In town, and James “Jim" Scotl ran the one al the cemenl plont
Ten people were employed by the bosiness which soald over one hundresd
thousamd dollprs worth of groceéries m 1904, The stores were ".'I-H"u;_-.'- well
[illed with fresh, scasonable poods bought direct from the besl reflineries
canneries and mills, for cash, in carkand lots, o be sold direet Lo the consuming
trade."” (Quates are thken from Proclamation. )

The Seotl Brothers moved their main store, after forty vears in the same
lpeatlon, o 115 West Laurel when thelr eriginal location was roazed lo construct
the present EG & FE bailding in 1940, An incomplots |i:-.|:ih_a,r af the [H‘ﬂ]’lh'
pictured includes: 13 Wille Garrison: 4) Mra, J, M. Seott; 5) Leo Young:
B} Fred Randall: 8 Jim Scott: 10% Boyd Reason; 117 Mra. Chesling 12) Jess
Wilson: and 131 Ben Taylor
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In 1980 Charles Kerr and Martin Johnson remodeled the Central Dirog
store (Ao p. 500 into the “Snarck,  an “nmusement house-theatre” niomed alter
thi thirty-fivie foot Boatl Johbson and Jeeck Loadon aadled 0 the South Seas
The narrow drug store lept Eeed (oo remodeling which duplicated thal boad
with the front of o sticking oul vver the sidewnllk ot 107 Morth Penn, The soark
wan “our inesl mavie piciors how' ™ mid ||.'-l'-l-e| A Imaney miiker from the
tari.” This “'sure winper had bvelve hondidd . people o e nodience Lhe
first doy!

The Snark rob oaly showed movies bol 8 main sttrection’ wias Lhe
“*Trovebgue” offered by Me Jobneon. He would show pictures Teom ks world
traaels nmd sweaald - v o @ Mmer wcien of the country dmd Lhe SCenery
yivich 8 piew 0o @l and Mro Johnson personally  goves itk incxkenis 0 the
daneers of such an undertakine., After flostrating n shark story e passasd
thrauedh the awdlience the backbone of one of Lhose sel monste Xir. Kerr
glves the leclures on ithe pifer soenes and ndds considerable humor mode
aeribing some of (he pielurea.” (AL guotes are taken Teom Tribane] hovomiber
1 amed 5 18, Thirly Yohes Ao Columin.i

Later the Snark chonged - hanids and became the “Best Theatre.™ In
198 i owas purchesed by Willlam M. Wagner (see p, 42 who then owned the
other three theatres in [ndependenee. He closed the Best Theatre that year
and it was torn doven in 19480 e comstroct the new kG, & E, butlding
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Charles A Hull organized ibe Hull Bank n 1871 and had this two-story
budlding  eonstructed iy 1872 In 1877, he was involved fn the notorfous “"Hull
Baby™" case Latham Hull, his father and also a banker, hao offered 35,000
to his two sons, Charles and Eduar (see p. 29), o standing prize for the firsd
grandson in the Tamily, “Charles, the elder one, was a bachelse, but he fell a
a victim o the wiles of p clever adventuress and married her. No sconer was
this farmer *schoolmirm’ installed ns the misiress of the banker's home than
she itehed Ly get hold of that roll, and she procured, from an orphans’
home il Leavenworth, o young infant of the requisile sex, to which she pre-
iended o have given hirth. The fraoed was (oo transparenl Lo impose long on
the parties inleresied, and hor hishand disowned the bral and began sult for
dirvarci,”" (MO Hislary, p. %)

The Hull Bank became the Cltioens Bank in 1883 and was directed for
the next forky years by A C. Stich {zee 1] 243 and A W, Shulthis { wep n 4.
This building at Peun and Myrtle was razed in 1916 o construct the present
five-story Citlzens National Bank




‘A history of the rise of Henry Baden' in
s leat pairible beginning o UL Lo thatl of & m
todoy—would make an entertalndng  bosin FOITLENE . O
ters be here chroniclet ir. Hiden has pursusd an apwal
bustnets a6l bls whobleaale ae reetiid] eatablishimenls hav
proximating Lthree-quarters of o medlion dollars annoally
LNy dioevoted to business, he always takes (ime Lo’ attead
cibiden, serving the publie with #eal, and many enlerprises. hivve bieen i
ajded by the porsonal and Financinl s be fue rondersd 15) T ilean

Im 1801 Henry Baden hod W Lo 3McCarthy huild e gy Eoods
I repince an older wodd slrociucre on North Ponne The Proclamaticn sire
“if the buildings be solid, substantial structores, visibors or
this ity & LFREMartiince cet] I Gld, ramshackie aflmirs - Sedor  Uhe I FEeLs
miuch of an Impression can be mad W. L. MeChrthy b ooe of h
caontractors of Independence, and one of the men reapomsible [
hlbiltngs, He s in the Liebok-and stoane comiraciing bBusiness, and
moat expert ol Ngoriog as well ps constrocling stone or brick worl
Tribune described the new Baden store as ™ i handsome
Ll slorbed, modern i el partibcalars The lirs [loor of th
b one grand ealescoam for the relat]l drey poonds, noldons Sned bodls and
:ﬂ[=‘|.,'|r'1n:|1_||1 It i= one of the haomsisomes! bosiness buildings o the city and
an ormament o Pennavivanin Avenae.”

Afver ke Badien's ]:Ia'_'..' Lrieibils slnPe Oladed], (he Bulldhg Fodised NessarigeT
Furnitoure anti] the spring of LT when 10 was raced to constroct o new Drive-dr
Bank lfor Citizens Nalionl

sk TaanbBeks W il

EVERCETT AR 1 |
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Henry Baden was one af Ube mosl prominent men in Lthe development ol
Independence. Arriving in Kandas City Trom Germany. L is Tumored Uhat M
Haden. as a lairly youmg Ind, walked from Eansas Cily to lndependence. In
1170 Baden started the First cigar and tobpoce stiore in Independence ot Ponn
and Myrile and then sprend his buasiness in many differvpl Dields He hod il
il “"Haden ol e fi e downliows priem,  nciuderngt thiee Oeg FIRALE ]
above and the Boden Depariment Store (see po H). This building  wa

traeted n P8 Lo house ol ||"::-\. o ol Baigkien buminesas bul akb

115}
i The Stnki
Rank of Commereo. 1L later ™ housed the Cozy Uormer known 00 nll of Lk
young people, At ore Ume 8 was ocoupled by & candy Kitchen [Centenninl,
. 46 The hulbding wos fedaced o " oinly n pile of aged bricks and ok
| i wehen it ond rored o constroct Clizens Natlonal Bank Drive In
[ Reporier, June 8, 1567







Among other buninesses housed i the "' Dunkin and Goernsey Boiding
(nee po O6) wan the Opera House Pharmacy.” Thio firm wms composed of
Charles, Joyvee and E.C. Fair, Dr. C. C; Surber and Dr. B, F. Masterman [ see
fo 3, Thele sioch consists ol drigs. (ollet articles, ete., high grade wall
papiers, and (they) are sgents for Sherman-Williams Co, paints. They also
mminnulnciure .||-:n.,1- & saranpalilim and Dandelion Compourdd Tor the hlsod, an
which thiey have an exlonslve trade, Especial atlentn s glven to the correct
oompounding of physicinns’ preseriptions,” 0SW Devcloper) The building was
rared in 1920 for the construclion of the Professions] Baibdomng



















The Rock Island Lumber and Coal Company staried in business in Inde
pendence in 1883, One of the lnrgest and best equipped establishments

il the kind In E e Kanan was located ot 219 :"fll!l_rl Eu.:h'.l'. olree
+ 1

Evervihing in the Hne of lumber, lime, coment, ond bobiing material of all

khnda d in stoek ard the growth of ihe bosinesa has kept pace wilth
{hee cagkd developrment of the city and surrounding coontry.”” Controcts handled
by this concern included Longlfellow and Willard Schools (see pp, 2697, res
depts of Geopge T, Hrown (see p. S0 T Thomns Booth home at 501 Wes!
WMarile: the Juhn Cramer home ot 418 West Laurel; the Henry Dittrmver hiome
gl 401 South Foorth: and the H, H. Galbraith home ol Twelltlh and Main, Al
e Ly I:l..;' "””I'i"lllr' -|||II_|'.:|'\-|‘| il hias .r-|..'| "'I|.|.-|.I||!.'r: '.'I” |||‘.‘ 'Ill-“l':i”ll-l_ IJI'I'II'. Tlli‘
all the homes consirocted by A, B, Todd

Thi company gquit business in 1989 and the city purchazed the property
for downtown parking. (All quotes are taken from Times, p, %2.)






















— *f"-:" 'l.r-r'

-. -
L ey

HRICK PLANT

= — -

'1 = _: --_ -
R Pk T

; ._@%ﬁ‘ -'7' I o v i =

=

tﬂﬂ 11-" I‘l'{l'rl ey
PRty >













VERIMCHIS RIVER AT MAIN STREET BRIDGE
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The Western Window Glass Company wiis buill in 1S and was soon
thereafller destroyed by lire & with only n amall insurance on the babldings
and no insurance on abool 3.000 boxes of glnss which had jusi been turmed oot
Thiz ““onfervseen accldenl of nature"" made *“failure seem inevitable™ and the
twelve stockholders ““were sorely perplesed af the desiruction of the plant,'
Then, “itwo or three of the businesamen of the cily come fo their réescue at the
critical time and ennbled them o commence rebullding at onee, and it 15 &
remarknble fact that the plant wiis completed within bhirty days. The plant
s now running s twelve pots ot Tull capacity ond the glass is being shipped
to all parts of the South and Wesi, The guality of (he glakd made makes a
ready sale for it and @ prosperous business for the year is assured, This pland
runs Len months in the yenr, where maost factories run on an average of from
gix to clght months, The class of men employed by the Western Window Glasa
Company are sovher and Industrious and the moal of them aré cltlzéns of In-
dependence and quite n number own their own homes.” (All quotes are taken
from il and Gas, p, 56.)




F SOUTH SECONTY AND PAHE

The third. and final. glass company (o locaie n Indepengdence wan the
Ozape Window Glass Company in late 1905 Thst plan focalod jusi =aulh
and east ol the city™ on South Secomd sireel, wis ™ reputed 1o be Use (inst
for the manufacture of window glass in the West An e of this maggnlade
of the plant is 'gained by the stee of the buildings, The bateh room, White Uhe
material is mixed, s 50 by & feel and the blow room, where (e Turnaces and
pols are located and the glass Is blenwn, T 138 by 1A0 feet. The MNatlening rodem,
where the huge rofls of giass are benled and Matiened, is U feet by 178 Feet,
ond the wirehowss b5 70 by 130 Feet. The plant hiz bot and cold water, anpd in
adedition o having ihe city water conneetions they: have o well BH feel deep
which furnishes 2000 gallons of water per mintte, sulficient for all the ukes
of the plant Hak mrel cold shaser Batha Gro |-:---.;-J---r for the men ol overy
facility for th camfort of the 115 emplovess s looked after o the smallest
dotiail. The factory has a capacity of Usenty-Tour pots, and this can b in
cronsed with little sdditional exponse to thirty-six pots.™ (Dl and Gas, p. 5&)




0] WORTH NINTH

Iri 1B08 the Norih Side Plining Mill or Addington's: MIll was sstablizhed
by D, M. Addington. Because of its siccess the * eormmodious two-story
brick struclure” shown above wan banll n 1902, The planl was *, epubpped
with the most modern and sclentific wood making machinery for lhe making
and urning of serolls, wood decrations, pillers, sinirwave, fixtures and miil
work of all kinds.” (0 amd Gas, p. 550 During this times there was quite 8
building boorn in Independence and the Tribone noted that “this present rash
of huilding operations {n this ¢y giving the mill all and more than i can
handhe " It Further noted thal “the soecialitics of this mill are "what you want.
All you have o do 18 “tell the man” and 8 will be torped oul For you at the
earlicst possible mament and at satisfactory prices, On the other hand, i you
dion’l lenow what yoo wont, voi will be promptly ormehed with hundreds of
dosigne and suggestions from which 1o make selections.™

Mr. Addington's sons (William W, and Francis M) were also in the
iginess with him ALl were *° emerrgrtic and substaptial businessmen of the
city and highly’ respeécted citizens.” (0l and Gas, p. 55 The MG History
farther nobed that *with his characiersiic encrgy, Mr. Addimgton , . . has been
the leading contracting carnenter in the city. His handiwork 5 seen on all
pidcs, in the many ariiglic store fronta. and in many of [he better clasa real
denees and publie buildings, whose sintely proporiions rellect croedit, alike,
ofn budlder and city.” (p. RL3Y

The plant was lecaied north of and behind Midiand Glass (see p. T7) on
north Ninth Streed.




“In a prohibibion state ke Kansas there 5 nalurally o fargs demiand
for soft drinks. To supply the local demand, as well aa lake care of the trade
in the territory tribotary to Independence, the Independence Botiling Works
was established in 1876, The planl & locatod al the corner of Loorel Strect and
Waldschmidt (now Wald) Avenue and is under the manngement of Mr. H. H.
Truman. From the frst the products of the fnctory have enjoyed an enviable
reputation and the hisiness has grown to such an extent thal removal Lo larger
quarters will soon be o necessiiy. The faciory is equipgssd with every appliance
for carcving on the business with the minimum amount of Inbor and expense.
All kinds of soda, mineral and selper waters are botfled, a8 well as a numbsr
of populnr summer drinks, a specialty being made of Dr. Pepper and Dron
Brew. The reputation of the pure and wholesome beverages botiled hy this
concern is wide and the company does a large bisiness, . " (Times, p, 6)
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Preservation of our matlon’s pasi gives dimenskon to the present, direc
tion to the future . . . the dreams of the fulure are bullt on the history of the
LRl

cenator Patrick J, Leahy
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‘Moptgomery 13 one of the few coundbies in thit stale with a Coonty High
School, where every pupll in the county has teition absolutely free of cost. Tt
wis built (in 18007 and Furmished ot n ota] coat of S35.000. and is the limest in
the Stale, and all pakd.” (1901 Tribane) The three-slory school was contracted
by Mr. Erel of Coffeywille The dinensions of (he substantial structure were 115
by B5 feel. The 1983 Tribone described some of ibs qualities by writing: "It is
eruipped with all necessary modern improvemenis and applances, including o
thorough aystem of venlilalben, slesm henl by dirdet and indiréct radiation,
abundunce of light, water on each floor, natural gas for foel and lghis, sewer
agpe and telephone conmection The assembly roomm s furmished with opera
chairz and his o seating capacity of five hundeed. The aight recitation rooms
are seatied with the best grado of odk single desls and are sulfichent size
o aceomodate forty students each. The laberatory is one of the best in
Southern Kansas. [L has been equipped for the work in physics and chemistry
al i cost of over twelve hundeed dollars. . . A sultable room has been set apart
for the library, which i rapidly becoming a prominent factor in the education
al influence of the school, The lbrary pow contains abowt sixtoen huandred
valumes, moere than a thousand of which have been carofally selected by the
faculty heopuse af their literary merit and their direct bearing upon the work
of the school A strong corpa of insdrectors b cssential to the growth and
peosperily of any school. The members of the faculty of the Monbgomery
Counly. High School have been sélecied becsuse of their educitionnl qualifics
tians. their practical experience in common and high - schools, and thelr
special preparation and fithess for the work in which they are now engaged.”

The bullding was laler pamed Nees Hall alter Samuel M. Nees, the
first principal of the school, I was raeed [see p 83 in 1G5 by Sherwood Con
struction, The original bl from the old tower 5 housed w8 Bell Tower on the
carper of Tenth and Locust, The tower wins construcied in 1958 from the press
e brick and natlve sapdstone of the old butlding. The location & mow vacant
and s wand by the Junior High School for a physical edocation el

]




Miscellaneous

Freservnlion B oa clitrons mavermanl
tElermination of privale « fis, privile oFgants
Milions are mnintaining o rehabilitating
Lthink of themselves as preservalinisls
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In Febhruary, D, J. D) Nickerson deilled the flesl sucoeasiul gas will
on the J. H. Briwsiee pelaeci f abaoazt three miles east of Independenee.) The
Independence Gas Company was formed as o resull with C. L, (Cam) Bloom s
priesidend, J. D Nickersen as vice president. and A, P, MeBride & secrelary
trieasurer (pictured are Bloom, MoBride and C©, L. Kimbied, “By Seplember
L palurad gos Fever wing ol the peak and pige wias shipped (or makns on Makn,
Maphk:, Magnolln, Walnut, Peplar, Myrile, Laurel, Chestrt, and Locusi. Troim
Thieed (Pack), west (o Elevénth Street, The prices Tor use of natural gas was
(o bé: Per month Iat stove, $2.50; Ind stove, S200; §rd stowd, $1.50; cook
stoee, 52.00; lights, 35c; strevd Hpghts, $1.20, with the plombing extra.” (Cen-
tenmlal, p, 20

Alter drilling olher wells, eveniually some “hlack, stcky st was dis-
covered Lo Bhve mitil diseppointment of these gos men. It did oot iele hiem
long, however, Lo realiee the mpartance of ofl and by 1903 the “gan compan
bes” swre ol and gas companles.”™ Praicie C1] and Gas Company (see p. 65)
had thirty dwh od wells by November, 1N3 which were pumping 10,000 barrels
o mdnth. The Cenlenplal poled “we are getting used to of fuahers aow.” (p. $0)

By 1005, Lo coptrest the oll and gas business, this description was of fered
"It = generally ithe "wild-catter’ seeking erude petraleum who urcovers natural
] in aparsely sotiled districts where there iz bt small use for gas, (Ko)
it s discnrded an useless and (the) Lerrilory that hes o “goasy” cepotnbion is
shunined (Tihe gos 8 “cauned off® az 8 nulsanee. & hindrance . . Cfl saod
#as men bear about the same relation to each other that cow men and shaep
mieh do alongg the frootior. | . the all man ranking with the cow man . . . Some
okl men. tiring of the “ride amd Lie' game, settle down and deift nto the gas
bapsiness, and occasdonally & gas man has a “wild-cat® kind of hankering and
goes oul aler the peal stuff. |7 (DHD and Gas, pp. 33-39)
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Independence’s lirst swinoming oo the Molatorium— Wi Bl in
112 jual sodil of the raifroad Lrac ks on Penm Avenue about where Crystal loe
is now located, Pictured in & stmblar posl of that eca are “bathing beautfes
daringly garbed for o big splash.” The Mal, as il was more commonly known,
was bl by the Ladies Phvsical Hetlorment Soctety and assisted by the Com
maiereial Club [n 1014 thes ladies oak over the operation af the Nat while the ety
|_'|.,'|.|'|_:-|'I:|,1..|.||'1r - by paying Lhe cily waler department £150 for the free waler
wsed in the pool.”” (Reporter, Jaly 31, 1966 The city records on the Natatorium
oRpense s b
YEAR EXPERSE [INCOME
10914 £150.00
1915
ETET ;
1017 4,76
1A J13, 1,330,654
1518 ; 131422
1520 ASD, 2.110.80
153 i 2. a10.75
i e F 3 1,008 .65
1 2 176; & 0N B
1534 : 1,036.95
1925 ; 40000
124 ; 40 01
Mot Loss 21,705 83
The Heport of the Park Hosrd o ithe i,"rlj.' Commisshoners concluded -
“The Matatoriam has only cost the taxpayers $1,765.83 Tor thee fourteen years i
operaled. During thal time many a8 boys hie was saved as the treacherous
wialers of the YVerdigris River were laking one or two lves o vear before U
Nalatorram was stafed.” The old MNal. ".'|n1|.r4_1l|'||:-|:=|l el tu.l:'i;m“ r}itlrl'lr'l.nj_.',l‘.'-
was traded to A, G, Sherwomd Construction for grading for the now Riverside
Beach in the park, mnd the city put o8 waler and sewer line to the pool
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PEMN AND LOCUST

Al e Lime Indepencdence sl & (ine repatation for ity Leones Gaeilifies
and Lthere were ot fenst sevienbeen oourts in he oy, There were [owrioes cily
oourts. in Lhe park where the six are now plus six directly behing them where
the 4-H bulldings are angd e o the pasl of (hese pboul where (he (rain e
runs. What 12 now Lhe Montgomery Coonty Historice! MMuseuim was buill i 1940
for a clubhouse and shower Taciliy for these courts. The Counlry Club had
{wo couris [iee pp. 106-107). This picture (llustrates the Independinoe. Tenmis
Club in §313 taken off & privale opurl belween the Haden bhome (soe pe 16) and
the Guernses home (s pp. 1313 which 8 i the backgrooand. This fenms club
donaled the Tirst club house to Uie park in 1915 which was valued ai 5100, 1 wa
poded o 1921 that e ety collegted S1 600 insurince wn e Club Hlisasa,, AL Ehi
time all the courts were clay which required comnstant upkeep, For oxampie,
the 1950 Repord of the Park Board W the Chy Commissioners Lisied £2 154 21 ar
maintenance for the teanis courts. To pit Lhis m prespective, Do e parss (6
thie serimming pool, the Natalocium (see po 1), was S5 salarses for park
mamtenance tobabed $1.460,00; oo expense win $130.30; injury to barses . cosd
140,00 ete. Thie Kansan Opén Tennls Tourmaments were held in Independénce
during the M's and 30's. Even the Hig Eight Tournimen! swaa once held bere
The facilitien declined alter World War Il until the clay courts were mostls
“dirt”" eourts when they were resurfoced with asphall in the late &5

The pictured  Independence Tennia Club inclodes the lollowing people
standing from the lefi: Mr. Baker, Letin Sickels, Mr. Small, Mes, Small, M
Pugh, Mrs. Frichot, Mr. Frichot. Fern Wilize, and My, Hare; silling on the
bench Trom the left: “Jim" Hebrank, Mayme Boden, Mra, Chandlér, Mrs
Biker, Helen Diiner, Boly Slekels, Franciz Small, Verichel Thompaon, Will
Badon, and Zella Wilioe: siiting on ground frome the left; Jim Sickéls, Walter
MeVey and Mr. Chandler. (These names were incompletely lsted wsuech on
thie hack of the plcture, )




BAND AULITORIUM

BAND SHELL
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The Independence Commaercial Club chariered a train in 1810 (ihe “Boo
sl Traln' ") which ", . , eoversd 350 mdls through Misnnaiel, bowiy. [llineis.
Indiann, Ohio, Poonsylvanin, New York, New Jersey, Dolaware, Moryiand,
West Virginde, Rentocky and Washington, 1. © with the purpose of 'sell
ing - sollheast Kannas .1||||1|.: the way. [Lenteandal, pp. 5l L Many of the “cily
dads  and "'big shots™ wers on the tram, along with samples, souvenirs and
exhibils (for cxomple, ane of Uhrich's patented revolving dooes wis inslalled
in one of the exhibit cars), Pamphlels were published to distribute (0 anyone
inlerextod. Ita fronl page bosiled: “sunny Soldhern Kanos nuites inspect|on
by homé seckers, thoee looiing for nwvestmenis, for eslahilabing industrial
plants, of any i'r-|J:|I.|1:r.|;|1.|- bBusiness. This Hitle bookicl s iy 8 bird-exe 8 view
of one af ihe pretbivst towns with elegant chorches, unexcelled schools, sub
glantinl bosiness houses, gond homes, paved streels, eleetric and gas Tharthis,
gan fof foael g pure water, ralvways nieruroans. ana oily car lines, first
cluss hosplials, county bolldings and opporlunities for YOU. There were groat
1!|J|'.|-I:I1'|.'.:I'|||.j:."'\- whady thie pinneesa siboveed e Osaee |ndinnd o the resspeation:
Erenter opportanties when natural eas and all were dey riopeeel, el Eroaler
ones WNOW.™
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